
  Winter 2022
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Kumi Community Foundation  funds and promotes initiatives to help people living with
disabilities in Kumi, Eastern Uganda.  Founded in 2002, the foundation supports many
individuals with disabilities and malnourishment who are living in extreme poverty in remote
areas of the bush.

Christmas in Kumi

www.kumicommunityfoundation.co.uk 
@kumicommunityfoundationuganda

This festive season we undertook a number of
fundraising activities to raise funds for KCF.  A
Christmas  wreathmaking  evening in Heighington
organised by Trustee Lynne Mosher  raised an
impressive £850 and, despite atrocious weather with
Storm Arwen - 2 craft fairs in Hartlepool hosted by Aby
Harrison raised over £900.  We  sold 33  Christmas
Dinner Gift cards over the festive season which paid for 
 33 Ugandan families to receive food parcels. 
  
Also popular were the Personal Care Gift Cards which
will be used to buy Afripads for girls in Uganda who are
often forced to miss school during their menstrual
cycles due to inadequate access to sanitary products. 

Dont forget!

Your purchase of Gift Cards in
2021 meant we could buy...

70 Chickens
11 Goats

33 Christmas Dinners
22 Personal Care Supplies

3 Prosthetic limbs
3 Wheelchairs 

for children with disabilities and
their families....THANK YOU!

Gift Cards are available to purchase all year round!  A
great gift for all the family - and one that makes a real
difference in the lives of the disabled in Uganda. With
Easter around the corner - our Easter Chick Gift Cards
are a great alternative gift to chocolate!  To purchase a
Gift Card simply  visit 
 https://www.kumicommunityfoundation.co.uk/gift-
cards-new  and follow the instructions!  
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Your donations in action...

Meet Aanyu Faith.  We first met Faith and her mother
when she attended an outreach clinic back in 2019.  She
was given the diagnosis of Brittle Bone Disease
(Osteogenesis Imperfecta).    A bright little girl, she was
clever enough to hold a pen and draw.  Her elder siblings
had even taught her how to write the alphabet when they
came home from school.  She was desperate to attend
school with them, but was unable due to her physical
restrictions.  An ordinary wheelchair would not have
been safe enough for her to use, so the charity arranged
for a special chair to be sent from Kampala.  The chair
arrived and was adapted to fit Faith's specific needs.  The
team also paid for her to receive a new mattress which
she shared with her mother and siblings - as prior to this,
she was sleeping on the earth.  Ruth and her team
continued to monitor Faith's progress and encouraged
her desire to attend school. In January 2022 at the age of
10 she started school in Soroti, together with essential
school supplies such as pencils, books, clothes and a
mattress which were paid for by KCF.  We are now
looking for a sponsor to help cover her school fees going
forward.  If you would be interested in finding out more
please email kumicomfound@yahoo.com

Faith and her mother 2019 Faith in her new chair

Faith  surrounded by school supplies Faith  2022

Faith isn't the only child returning to school for the first time.  January  is actually the start of the academic
year in Uganda - and in October 2021 President Yoweri Museveni announced that schools would reopen on
10th January 2022, two years after they were closed due to the pandemic.  Here are some other children whose
school fees and academic equipment are sponsored by kind donations to the KCF education fund...

Agnes Aboot is ready for school Josephine reporting to school on the back of a Boda
Boda taxi!

Our friend Emmanuel (Emma) is
happy to be back

Grace 

If you would be interested in sponsoring a child's education, please email
kumicomfound@yahoo.com
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Kumi and Coronavirus 

KCF will be working in conjunction with the charity Through the Roof in February 2022 to distribute
wheelchairs and other mobility aids to clients with disabilities in Kumi, Uganda. Through the Roof is a
Christian charity that works to changes the lives of  people with disabilities around the world.   Their 
 'Wheels for the World' programme restores and distributes refurbished wheelchairs to  people with
disabilities who can't afford one in developing countries. 
      The Charity collects old NHS wheelchairs which are then sent to a workshop in one of their partner
prisons for refurbishment. Prisoners find great satisfaction in this work which helps restore their self worth
and dignity. The hub of operations is a warehouse unit in Aldershot where unwanted wheelchairs are
received and prepared for transporting to the prison, then received back from the prison in their restored
state and loaded into containers for shipping. Then a container of wheelchairs and other mobility aids is
sent in advance of the team arrival. A typical distribution usually lasts 8 – 12 days with a team of 6- 10
people staying in basic accommodation.
     Last November, a shipment of over 131 wheelchairs, approximately 100 mobility aids  and 20 refurbished
sewing machines were shipped to Kumi Uganda - where a team from Wheels will work in conjunction with a
team of  KCF members during the 12-19th February 2022 to distribute them .  The KCF team in Kumi have
been collecting lists of clients who require a wheelchair or other mobility aids and will liaise with the team
at Kumi Hospital to organize their transport to the clinics.  Clients travel from the surrounding areas by any
means available - often arriving at Kumi Hospital in the back of flat bed trucks or motorcycles!   The Wheels
and KCF team will work for the full week - often 12-14 hour days to make sure that each and every client is
assessed by a qualified physiotherapist, the correct aid identified and then the technicians work to modify
the aids or wheelchair to fit the individual need.  This is a mammoth undertaking which is months in the
planning and made even more difficult with the current pandemic - so we wish all those involved a safe and
successful trip!!  We look forward to reporting about the 2022 trip in the next newsletter.

Wheels for the World Trip 
 Kumi 2021

The Wheels 2020 trip to Kumi Patient transport Ugandan style!

Patients waiting to be seen Patient assessment A wheelchair being 
modified 

A patient being fitted for 
a wheelchair 
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